Dear ,                                                                                                      May 2010
Thank you for your interest in Camp Millie at the Center for Loss and Bereavement.  We are so pleased that you are considering this summer opportunity for your children. Camp Millie 2010 will be held June 21-24, 9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at the Variety Club Camp and Developmental Center in Worcester.  This year, our games, crafts, discussion groups, and activities will revolve around a western theme- Yee Haw!  Professional staff from the Center as well as trained volunteers will coordinate the daily events.  Each child will have an adult volunteer as a Big Buddy who will help ensure that safety and fun is the focus, while providing any extra personal support needed as your child connects with others who are grieving the death of a loved one.  

Camp Millie is the only day camp of its kind in this area and therefore filling quickly. Due to the specific nature of our activities, there is a limit to the number of children we are able to accept for camp as well as a screening process.  Enclosed with this letter you will find the registration form for Camp Millie. Please take a few moments to answer thoroughly and thoughtfully all items on the form.  It is helpful for us to understand as much as we can about your child and his grief.  If you are new to our program, we will then contact you to arrange a visit with us.  This will be beneficial in being able to determine together if Camp Millie is appropriate for the needs of your child at this time.  We will also provide more specific camp information, directions, and answer all of your questions. 

Once completed, please return the registration form to us with the appropriate fee. Camp Millie cost is $75.00 with special rates for families with more than one child as indicated on the back of this letter.  The full amount should accompany your registration form and would be returned in the event a decision not to attend was made.  There will be no refunds after June 11th.  If there are any cost concerns, please give us a call.
The Center for Loss and Bereavement, a non profit organization founded in 2000, provides bereavement counseling services, specialized support groups, and community education programs.  Our children’s bereavement group support program, Nello’s Corner, has supported over 100 family members during this year.  Camp Millie is in additional way the Center continues to reach out to those who are grieving with hope.  

We invite you to contact us if we can answer any questions or provide further resources for you and your family.  We look forward to receiving your Camp Millie registration form as soon as possible so we can schedule your visit.
Sincerely,

Lois Harris, M.Ed., CT
Program Director
610-222-4115
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Registration Information

· Children must be between the ages of six and fourteen, have experienced the loss of an immediate family member, and be willing to participate in the specialized purpose of this camp.
· Families need to provide their own transportation and campers must be able to attend all four days of the camp. 

· Registrations will be accepted until June 11th, 2010.

· Camp is filling quickly!  Do not delay!! All interested applicants, whether new or returning, should send in registration forms as soon as possible. All registrations must be accompanied by camp fee.  Spaces are filled in the order registrations are received (not from phone calls or requests for information).   

· A Family discount is offered as follows: $75.00 cost for 1st child, $50.00 cost for 2nd child, $25.00 cost for 3rd child.  

· Needs-based camp scholarships may be available.  Proof of need and approval by the Center’s directors is necessary.  Call Lois for more information.
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June 21st – 24th 
9:00 a.m.-1:30p.m.

All camp activities will take place on the grounds of the Variety Club Camp and Developmental Center in Worcester, PA.  

Using a Westward Ho theme, this year’s camp will facilitate supportive group activities that help children explore their individual journey of grief and related experiences.  Our group circle times, crafts, and games will take the kids on an imaginary journey westward, incorporating images of exploration in unknown territory and survival during change.  Each day our activities and themes promote exciting opportunities for the children to map out their individual journey’s course while recognizing personal strengths and building lasting friendships along the way.  Camp Millie invites the children into an environment of safety and fun in all that is shared and played.  Messages of acceptance, connection, and hope lay the foundation of sustained support and lifelong memories.       
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Sample Daily Schedule[image: image5.png]



9:00-9:30

9:30-9:45

9:45-10:30

10:30-11:00

11:00-11:30

11:30-11:50

11:50-12:20

12:20-12:35
12:35-12:40

12:40-1:10

1:10-1:30

Wild West Round Up Activities

Circling our Wagons Daily Opening Ritual

Small group Circles Time, including discussion
Arts and Crafts

Games

Lunch

Small group Circle Time

Circling our Wagons Closing Ritual

Prepare for swimming

Swimming (outdoor if weather permits)

Snack and preparation for heading home
